Dear Mr. Boschini,




1/29/2003 – edited 2/2/2003


Thank you for allowing me to finally come to an opinion of your presidency.  First, let me state that I am an alum, a staff member, and a current student who has been on campus since fall of 1998.  I know many people who have wanted to influence me in my opinion of the job that you have performed, but I felt that my opinion should be based upon my own knowledge and experience.  In that regard, I have had a relatively neutral, but generally positive, opinion of you.  


I attended your open forum on Monday, and I must say that although you sometimes seemed a little flippant, I did not believe you to actually be so.  I also gave you kudos for convening the session and trying to relate an uncertain situation to a very diverse group, many of whom are unable to realistically comprehend the situation in which we find ourselves.  Spending over twenty years in the Army from the late 1970’s to the late 1990’s, I fully understand the implications for government employees during economic downturns, to include frozen promotions, RIFs, and so on.  You have been dealt a hand over which you have little control, and it is practically impossible for you to make any particular campus group happy, much less all of us.  So, although the open forum was anything but uplifting, it did seem realistic.


Today I came to find out how absolutely surreal it really was.  What, may I ask, of any of your rhetoric was truly meant by you?  I know the answer to that question, but for those unable to attend, I will be happy to enlighten them – only the part about getting yourself a pay raise!  What was that about the prestige of an institution of over twenty thousand?  You are going to school of eight thousand two hundred students.  I guess a school with an endowment of almost a billion dollars, and a few bowl games under its belt lately, has its own kind of prestige.  What was that talk of how you as president could be fired at anytime?  Pretty hollow talk when you are already planning on leaving.  What was all that talk about how the town and the university are the same, at least as long as you are president?  I truly hope you enjoy Fort Worth, but it most certainly is not ‘normal.’  I’ll take Normal any day!  I could continue to dissect your rhetoric, but what would be the point?  


I am truly happy for you and your family.  It is a good career move for you, and it will certainly pay better.  I just find it very ironic that you are going to TCU.  You certainly will not find the problems there that you face here.  You won’t have to worry about a lack of state funding either.  Your main concern will be sucking up to the rich alums and their bratty, rich, soon-to-be alum children, who will constitute the vast majority of your student body.  What do I know about TCU you may ask?  My son began attending TCU in the fall of 1998 on an honors scholarship.  He got pneumonia and mono during his first semester, and was unable to attend class for six weeks.  Although they assured us that they would assist him in every possible way, they did absolutely nothing to help him!  Why should they?  We weren’t paying much tuition, and as a retired enlisted service member I certainly didn’t fit their future donor profile.  So at the end of his first year when his GPA and earned hours were slightly below what he needed to maintain his scholarship they were happy to yank it.  I hope you enjoy it at a school that does not care about its students except based on their future donor profiles, or those of their parents.


Again, I truly do wish you and your family well in your new endeavors.  I am happy for you, and I will not judge you as a human being as I believe that you are fully within your rights to embark on this undertaking.  But, as I started this letter, I’d like to thank you for finally allowing to me judge you as president of this somewhat flawed, but wonderful institution that is Illinois State University, the one that I call my home.  We all deserved better from you on that Monday!

Sincerely,

Mark Lindner

Class of 2001

Library Technical Assistant I

Graduate Student-at-Large

438-5440

